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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1961. 


In  the  section  on  Vital  Statistics  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  a record  low  one,  showing 
that  the  rather  high  rate  for  I960  was  only  a sporadic  occurrence 
influenced  in  part  by  the  small  figures  involved. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  on  the  sewerage  schemes  in 
their  order  of  priority  and  a number  of  in-filling  extensions  of 
water  mains  have  been  made  to  increase  the  area  of  the  district  now 
supplied  by  main  water.  The  low  number  of  Council  houses  completed 
is  a matter  to  be  regretted,  as  shortage  of  housing  still  remains  a 
fundamental  health  problem. 

I am  grateful  to  all  the  members  of  the  public  health  staff 
for  their  loyalty  and  hard  work  during  the  year,  and  all  have 
co-operated  in  some  way  in  the  production  of  this  report. 

I wish  once  again  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support 
during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  A.  COLLINS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year 
amounted  to  419  as  compared  with  178  for  the  previous  year.  This 
increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  this  was  an  epidemic  year  for 
measles,  which  accounts  for  361  of  the  total  notifications.  The 
total  number  admitted  to  an  isolation  hospital  during  the  whole  year 
was  only  six  and  this  included  a number  of  observation  cases.  Ten 
years  ago  there  were  30  admissions  to  an  isolation  hospital  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 

Measles 


This  was  an  epidemic  year  for  measles  and  361  notifications 
were  received  compared  with  67  for  I960.  However,  it  did  not  reach 
the  size  of  the  1959  epidemic  when  804  cases  were  notified.  There 
were  three  peaks,  in  April,  August  and  early  December,  but  the 
epidemic  had  died  down  by  the  end  of  the  year.  One  boy  who  had 
recently  arrived  at  a nursery  school  with  measles,  and  his  brother, 
a contact,  were  admitted  to  the  Eastbourne  Isolation  Hospital  in  the 
hope  of  preventing  an  epidemic  in  the  nursery  school.  This  measure 
however,  was  not  successful. 

Whooping  Gough 

There  were  26  cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  with  37  in 
the  previous  year.  Of  these,  ten  had  been  immunised  against  whooping 
cough  and  the  other  16  cases  had  either  not  been  immunised  or  there 
was  some  doubt  about  this  matter.  In  most  cases  those  who  had  not 
been  immunised  had  severer  attacks. 

Scarlet  Fever 


Only  11  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  compared  with 
40  cases  for  I960.  Nowadays  the  disease  is  of  so  mild  and  transient 
a nature,  that  it  is  probable  that  many  slight  cases  are  never 
notified.  In  fact  it  is  questionable  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
value  in  the  notification  of  this  disease. 

Diphtheria 

Again  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  during  the  year,  there 
having  been  only  one  imported  case  during  the  last  fourteen  years. 

It  is  still  very  important  however  that  the  immunity  index  of  the 
child  population  should  be  kept  as  high  as  possible  by  regular 
immunisation. 
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Typhoid,  Paratyphoid  and  Dysentery 


There  were  no  cases  of  these  diseases  during  the  year  but  a 
few  contacts  or  carriers  of  dysentery  reported  to  be  entering  the 
district  were  investigated  until  shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
This  was  a boy  aged  10  years  from  Ninfield.  As  many  days  had  elapsed 
since  the  onset  of  the  disease  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source 
of  infection.  The  causative  organism  was  Salmone 11a -ty phi -murium, 
which  is  a common  cause  of  food  poisoning.  The  boy  was  kept  under 
surveillance  until  shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 

One  other  case  of  a boy  aged  16  years  who  had  been  infected 
in  Bognor  Regis  and  had  been  discharged  from  hospital  to  his  home  in 
Cross-in-Hand,  whilst  still  in  the  carrier  state,  was  investigated.  The 
infecting  organism  in  this  case  was  Salmonella  saint  paul.  He  was  kept 
under  surveillance  until  shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 

Tuberculosis 


There  were  only  three  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
compared  with  six  for  I960.  There  were  no  new  cases  of  non-re spiratory 
tuberculosis.  Ten  years  ago  there  was  a total  of  33  new  cases  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

There  were  only  five  deaths  attributed  to  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  no  deaths  due  to  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis. 

Mass  X-ray 

The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  Director  of 
the  East  Sussex  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  a Mass  X-ray  Survey  carried 
out  at  Summerheath  Hall,  Hailsham  on  31st  May  to  1st  June,  1961  and 
of  a Survey  of  two  firms  in  Hailsham  carried  out  on  16 th  May,  1961. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  X-rayed 

329 

331 

660 

ABNORMAL  FILMS 

Tuberculosis  requiring  treatment 
or  close  clinical  supervision 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  requiring  occasional 
clinical  supervision 

2 

1 

3 

Gardio -vascular  lesions 

4 

7 

11 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


1959 

Vaccinations 

299 

Re -vaccinations 

136 

Total 

435 

I960 

Vaccinations 

362 

Re-vaccinations 

209 

Total 

571 

1961 

Vacci nations 

387 

Re -vacci nations 

162 

Total 

549 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Although  the  administration  of  the  diphtheria  immunisation 
scheme  is  centralised  with  the  County  Council,  I personally  conduct 
all  diphtheria  immunisation  clinics  in  the  districto  During  the  year 
regular  clinics  were  held  at  Heathfield,  Hailsham  and  Polegate  and 
occasional  clinics  at  Alfriston,  Arlington,  Broad  Oak,  Chiddingly, 
Cross-in -Hand,  Eastdean,  East  Hoathly,  Herstmonceux,  Laughton,  Maynards 
Green,  Ninfield,  Pevensey,  Selmeston,  Vines  Cross,  Waldron  and 
Wil ling don o 

A total  of  81  complete  courses  and  754  booster  doses  were 
given  at  these  clinics. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  index  for  the  district  is  not 
available  as  this  figure  is  calculated  by  the  Statistics  Branch  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  only  for  the  county  as  a whole . 

Under  5 years  Under  15  years 

Percentage  of  children  in  East 

Sussex  immunised  against  diphtheria  78%  76% 

as  at  31st  December,  1961. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSIST  ANCET,,'7^LNDPIE'nI  ) ACT.  1951 


Section  47 


On  two  occasions  during  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  obtain 
an  Order  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951  for  the 
admission  of  a person  to  hospital  and  detention  there  for  a period  of 
three  weeks.  One  was  was  an  old  lady  from  Westham,  who  had  previously 
been  admitted  to  a home  in  Bexhill  on  a voluntary  basis.  However,  she 
took  her  discharge  and  although  her  own  doctor  and  I were  able  to 
persuade  her  to  enter  hospital  it  was  considered  necessary  to  obtain 
an  order  to  prevent  her  immediately  taking  her  discharge  again  and 
returning  to  the  impossible  conditions  under  which  she  had  been  living. 
She  settled  down  fairly  happily  in  hospital  but  died  of  pneumonia  about 
eight  weeks  after  admission.  The  other  case  was  an  ill  old  lady 
living  alone  on  an  isolated  farm  in  Chalvington.  Her  case  was  brought 
to  my  attention  by  her  relatives,  who  were  willing  to  receive  her 
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into  their  home  and  give  her  the  necessary  care  and  attention,  but  the 
old  lady  obstinately  refused  to  go  despite  every  persuasion.  As  it 
was  obviously  quite  impossible  to  leave  this  ill  old  lady  in  the 
conditions  under  which  she  was  living,  an  Order  was  obtained  for  her 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital.  Despite  her  desperate  condition  I 
understand  that  she  settled  down  quite  happily  in  hospital  but  she  died 
some  thirteen  days  after  admission. 

Bany  other  cases  of  old  persons  living  alone,  and  not 
receiving  adequate  care  and  attention  were  brought  to  my  notice.  In 
most  cases  it  was  possible,  either  to  make  some  adjustment  to  the 
circumstances  of  their  lives,  or,  when  necessary,  to  persuade  them  to 
accept  admission  to  a home  or  hospital  on  a voluntary  basis.  Compulsory 
powers  should  only  be  used  in  very  urgent  and  desperate  cases. 


Section  50 


It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  exercise  their  powers 
under  this  section  and  arrange  for  the  burial  of  an  unidentified  man 
who  had  been  washed  up  on  the  beach  at  Birling  Gap.  Subsequently, 
following  further  enquiries  by  the  Police,  identification  was  established 
and  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  accepted  responsibility  for  the 
payment  of  the  funeral  director's  account. 


CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 


There  were  32  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  compared  with 
20  in  I960  and  29  in  1959 . Bach  year  in  this  country  there  is  a steady 
rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  The  Report  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on  "Smoking  in  Relation  to  Cancer  of 
the  Lung  and  other  Diseases"  drew  attention  once  again  to  the  direct 
causal  relation  between  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung.  Not 
only  is  there  an  increased  risk  of  lung  cancer  with  the  amount  of 
cigarettes  smoked  but  there  is  a decreased  risk  with  the  length  of  time 
that  smoking  had  stopped.  As  the  habit  of  cigarette  smoking  is  not 
easily  broken,  it  is  important  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
persuade  the  younger  generation  never  to  start  the  habit.  Unfortunately 
mill  ions  of  pounds  are  spent  by  the  cigarette  manufacturers 
advertising  the  delights  of  smoking,  much  of  which  is  directed  entirely 
to  the  younger  generation.  Against  such  a formidable  opposition, 
official  propaganda  is  almost  powerless. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  corrected  death  rate  was  12.9  compared  with  12o2 
for  I960  and  12.0  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  13.2  compared  with  12.6 
for  I960  and  17°4  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  estimated  mid-year  population 
was  860  higher  than  in  I960.  As  this  increase  of  population 
consists  largely  of  persons  retiring  from  other,  often  industrial, 
areas,  and  as  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  comparability  factors 
between  I960  and  1961,  it  is  likely  that  the  comparability  factors 
do  not  now  take  into  account  sufficiently  the  ageing  structure  of 
the  population  of  this  district. 

There  were  only  two  infant  deaths  during  the  year  giving 
a record  low  infant  mortality  rate  of  4.0  compared  with  32.2  for 
I960  and  21.4  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  Of  course  with 
a small  population  involved  a small  number  of  deaths  causes  a 
relatively  large  fluctuation  in  the  mortality  rate,  but  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  only  two  infant  deaths  compared 
with  fifteen  in  the  previous  year. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


Age 

7 hours 


3 days 


Sex 

M 


M 

STATISTICS 


Cause  of  Death 


(a)  Cardiac  Failure 

(b)  Patent  ductus 
arteriosclerosis 

(a)  Cerebral 
haemorrhage 


Area  in  acres  94,668 
Census  population  (1951)  36,916 
Population  estimated  to  middle  year  42,560 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  15,530 
Rateable  value  £602,110 
Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £2, 452. 14s. Od. 
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Total  deaths  per 

1,000  population  (not  corrected) 

16.5 

Comparability  factor 

0.78 

Total  deaths  per 

1,000  population  (corrected) 

12.9 

Senile  mortality 

as  percentage  of 

total  deaths 

(65  and  over) 

78.6% 

Maternal  deaths 

(including  abortion) 

Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births 

Nil 

BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

473 

244 

229 

Illegitimate 

26 

12 

14 

Total  live  births  499 

256 

243 

Live  births  per 

1,000  population 

(not  corrected) 

11.7 

Comparability  factor 

1.13 

Live  births  per 

1,000  population  (corrected) 

13*2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent 

of  total  live  births 

5-2% 

STILLBIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

7 

7 

— 

Illegitimate 

1 

* 

1 

8 

7 

1 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  15*7 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAH  OF  AGE 

Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 

1 


1 

1 


4.0 

2.1 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  38.5 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 


Total 


Males  Females 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 

1 


1 

1 


2 


2 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

live  births)  4*0 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 


Total 


Male  s Females 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 

1 


1 

1 


2 


2 


Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  4.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  19.7 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality 

Death  Rate 

Hails  ham  Rural 

13.2 

4.0 

12.9 

England  & Wales 

17.4 

21.4 

12.0 
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GASES  NOTIFIED  OR  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL  AND  TOTAL  DEATHS 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

- 

— 

Whooping  Gough 

26 

- 

- 

Measles 

361 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

14 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

2 

— 

Neonatorum 

Acute 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

- 

- 

Other  and 

I 

observation  cases 

4 

NUMBER  OF  GASES  REMOVED  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  EACH  MONTH 


Disease 

January 

o 

fE 

March 

April 

3 

June 

& 

B 

August 

September 

October 

November 

u 

<D 

■a 

8 

a 

Flumps  & diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

Measles 

1 

Other  and 
observation  cases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 
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GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Notifiable 

Disease 

Under 
1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrs 

3 

yrs 

4 

yrs 

5-9 

yrs 

10-14 

yrs 

15-24 

yrs 

25  yrs 
& over 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

5 

- 

1 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

11 

2 

- 

2 

26 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

11 

14 

Measles 

6 

29 

40 

44 

37 

181 

18 

2 

4 

361 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-re s- 
piratory 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-re s- 
piratory 

Under  5 years 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

5-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 44  years 

2 

- 

2 

- 

45  - 64  years 

1 

- 

1 

- - 

65  and  over 

*“  ““ 

“ ““ 

1 1 

““  *" 

Total 

3 

- 

2 3 

- 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

3.  Syphilitic  disease 1 

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

8.  Measles  


9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 


10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  11 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ....  24 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 30 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 3 

16.  Diabetes  

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....  48 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  66 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .....  5 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  46 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  16 

22.  Influenza 6 

23.  Pneumonia 17 

24.  Bronchitis 22 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ..  7 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

31.  Congenital  malformations  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ..  18 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 7 

34.  All  other  accidents 3 

35.  Suicide 3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war - 


343 


Females 


3 

1 


1 

3 

2 

8 

15 

2 

28 

3 

1 

67 

44 

8 

74 

23 

3 

20 

8 

2 

4 
1 


2 

29 

1 

5 

3 


361 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

Main  water  is  supplied  to  this  district  by  two  Statutory 
Water  Undertakings  namely  (l)  the  Bexhill  Corporation  and  (2)  the 
Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company.  The  Bexhill  Corporation  supply 
water  only  in  a small  portion  of  the  district  namely  Hellingly  (part), 
Herstmonceux,  Hooe,  Ninfield,  Warbleton  (part)  whilst  the 
Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company  supply  water  to  the  remainder  of  t he 
district.  It  was  understood  that  talks  were  in  progress  regarding 
the  taking  over  of  the  Bexhill  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  by  the 
Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company  and  it  is  thought  that  a final 
arrangement  will  be  concluded  in  1962. 

Regular  analyses  of  the  water  supplied  by  both  undertakings 
proved  that  the  water  is  of  a high  standard  of  quality. 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  carry  out  eight 
extensions  to  the  North  Western  Parishes  Water  Scheme  and  a further 
two  extensions  were  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

These  extensions  were  only  made  possible  by  co-operation  from  the 
various  owners  of  properties  and  farms  on  routes  who  made  substantial 
capital  contributions  and  thus  reduced  the  Council's  liability  to 
reasonable  proportions. 

In  the  very  small  portion  of  the  district  where  water 
mains  were  not  available  it  was  necessary  to  transport  water  to  a 
few  households  under  the  Emergency  Water  Scheme  by  means  of  an  800 
gallon  water  tanker.  During  the  year  250,000  gallons  were  delivered. 


Extension  of  Mains 


Eastbourne  waterworks  Company 


Including  the  extensions  referred  to  in  the  previous 
paragraph  the  following  lengths  of  water  main  were  laid  in  the  parishes 
of  Arlington,  Eastdean,  East  Hoathly,  Hailsham,  Heathfield,  Hellingly, 
Horam,  Laughton,  Pevensey,  Waldron,  Warbleton,  Westham  and  Willingdon. 
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In  the  urbanised  areas  the  extensions  were  mainly  in 
connection  with  new  building  development. 


343  yards 
l,66l  yards 
8,498  yards 
8 88  yards 
1,061  yards 
1,090  yards 


Total  13,541  yards 


of 

2" 

main 

of 

3" 

main 

of 

4" 

main 

of 

5" 

main 

of 

6" 

main 

of 

9" 

main 

(7  miles,  1,221  yards) 


Bexhill  Corporation 


887  yards  of  3"  main  were  laid  at  the  request  of  the 
Council  to  serve  properties  at  Marlpits  Lane,  Ninfield  whilst  64 
yards  of  3"  main  were  laid  to  supply  the  new  Council  houses  at 
Stocks  Meadow,  Ninfield. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLIES 


The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped 
supplies  and  from  which  it  will  be  seem  that  approximately  89*1$ 
of  the  population  is  provided  with  main  water. 


Parish 

Estimated 
Population 
Supplied  by 
Public  or 
Private  main 

Number  of 

house  s 

supplied 

By 

Public 

Plain 

By 

Stand 

Pipe 

By 

Private 

Main 

Alciston 

127 

22 

31 

Alfriston 

525 

223 

— 

- 

Arlington 

300 

125 

- 

i* 

Berwick 

167 

49 

- 

24 

Chalvington 

101 

37 

- 

- 

Chiddingly 

473 

197 

- 

- 

East dean 

1,027 

428 

- 

- 

East  Hoathly 

406 

177 

- 

- 

Folkington 

53 

22 

- 

- 

Friston 

277 

111 

— 

- 

Hailsham 

5,673 

2,223 

- 

— 

Heathfield 

3,036 

1,075 

— 

- 

Hellingly 

2,839 

792 

- 

- 

Herstmonceux 

1,537 

535 

— 

- 

Hooe 

245 

96 

- 

- 

Horam 

1,522 

558 

- 

- 

Jevington 

123 

10 

37 

- 

Laughton 

234 

84 

- 

- 

Litlington 

117 

44 

- 

- 

Lullington 

29 

11 

- 

- 

Ninfield 

1,074 

381 

- 

- 

Pevensey 

2,413 

1,233 

- 

- 

Pole gate 

5,157 

2,148 

- 

- 

Ripe 

99 

33 

- 

- 

Selmeston 

65 

24 

- 

- 

Waldron 

2,413 

871 

- 

- 

Warbleton 

897 

341 

- 

— 

Wartling 

413 

143 

- 

- 

We  stdean 

59 

22 

10 

- 

Westham 

1,886 

692 

— 

— 

Willing  don 

4,421 

1,749 

- 

- 

Wilmington 

211 

76 

— 

37,919 

14,532 

47 

55 

- 13  - 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 


Steady  but  slew  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  provision 
of  sewers  and  sewage  purification  plants  for  those  areas  included  in 
the  Council's  priority  list  which  are  at  present  without  main  drainage. 
In  many  parts  of  the  district  where  the  sub-soil  is  heavy  clay  and 
the  existing  cesspools  have  given  rise  to  nuisance  from  time  to  time 
the  only  remedy  for  such  unsatisfactory  conditions  is  the  provision  of 
public  sewers o 

Work  proceeded  throughout  the  year  on  the  construction  of 
a sewage  purification  plant  and  new  sewers  for  the  parish  of  Alfriston 
and  completion  is  likely  early  in  1962. 

Although  a satisfactory  tender  was  received  to  provide 
sewers  and  sewage  works  for  the  Windmill  Hill  area  it  was  not  possible 
to  proceed  with  the  scheme  as  the  Highway  Authority  and  Public  Utility 
Authorities  could  not  accept  the  drawings  which  were  prepared  in  1948. 
Revised  drawings  have  therefore  been  prepared  and  it  is  hoped  to 
obtain  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  and  to  go  out  to  tender  in  1962. 

Working  drawings  for  new  sewers  and  sewage  purification 
plant  were  prepared  for  the  parish  of  East  Hoathly  and  this  scheme 
will  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  grant  and  loan  sanction  in  1962. 

A start  was  made  by  direct  labour  on  the  provision  of 
sewers  and  a pumping  station  to  deal  with  27  houses  at  Spring  Hill, 
Punnetts  Town,  Warbleton  and  completion  is  expected  early  in  1962. 

Preparatory  works  were  commenced  to  provide  new  sewers  and 
a sewage  purification  plant  for  the  parish  of  Wilmington. 

Improvements  were  effected  during  the  year  to  Gardner 
Street  Sewage  Works,  Herstmonceux  and  to  the  Battle  Road  Pumping 
Station,  Hailsham  and  the  No.  3 Pumping  Station  at  Westham.  The 
latter  improvements  were  necessary  to  overcome  flooding  in  continuous 
wet  weather. 

Removal  of  Night  Soil 

In  the  parish  of  Alfriston  the  removal  of  night  soil  still 
continued  to  be  carried  out  by  a local  contractor  but  with  the  nearing 
of  completion  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for  this  village  it  should  be 
possible  to  discontinue  this  unhygienic  practice  in  1962  or  1963. 

The  Contractor  has  carried  out  this  service  in  a satisfactory 
manner  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  general  public. 
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Public  Cleansing 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  a weekly  collection 
in  the  parishes  of  Alfriston,  Hailsham,  Pevensey,  Polegate,  w'estham 
and  Willingdon  and  a fortnightly  collection  in  the  remainder  of  the 
district  and  such  work  was  carried  out  by  a fleet  of  Dennis  vehicles. 
With  the  addition  of  a new  vehicle  to  the  fleet  the  weekly  collection 
was  extended  as  from  6th  November  to  the  parishes  of  Eastdean,  Friston, 
Hellingly,  Herstmonceux  and  Ninfield.  A weekly  collection  is 
therefore  made  from  approximately  65%  of  the  dwellings  within  the 
area. 


The  fleet  of  vehicles  consists  of  three  Dennis  Paxits 
Mark  III  with  body  capacities  of  32  cubic  yards,  one  Dennis  Paxit 
with  a body  capacity  of  18  cubic  yards  and  two  11  year  old  side 
loading  vehicles  with  a body  capacity  of  10  cubic  yards  together 
with  a 15  year  old  Dennis  side  loader  fitted  with  a dual  purpose 
body.  The  labour  force  including  the  Foreman  Mechanic  and  the  Driver 
of  the  Bray  Mechanical  Shovel,  which  is  used  on  the  refuse  tips, 
consisted  of  30  men  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Building  development  continued  at  a high  rate  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  district  and  this  together  with  the  influx  of  visitors 
to  the  coastal  resorts  and  to  the  many  camping  sites  has  meant  that 
the  service  at  times  is  somewhat  overtaxed  and  in  fact  during  the 
summer  months  the  regular  rounds  could  only  be  completed  by  working 
overtime.  The  employees  have  worked  exceedingly  well  and  by  their 
efforts  a regular  and  efficient  service  was  maintained. 

The  cost  of  the  service  including  disposal  of  refuse  for 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1962  was  £24? 623  • i.e. 
equivalent  of  the  rate  in  the  £ of  approximately  lOd.  which  in  turn 
means  that  the  average  sized  house  in  the  urbanised  part  of  the 
district  receives  a regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  for  about 
6d.  per  week.  During  the  year  approximately  9,162  tons  of  refuse 
were  collected,  i.e.  an  average  of  11.8  cwts.  per  thousand  head  of 
population  per  day. 

It  would  seem  that  the  next  step  will  be  the  extension  of 
the  weekly  service  to  the  parishes  of  East  Hoathly,  Heathfield,  Horam 
and  Waldron  and  no  doubt  this  must  come  within  the  next  year  or  so 
and  will  mean  the  purchase  of  an  additional  vehicle  together  with 
additional  staff. 

The  regular  emptying  of  litter  bins  within  the  district 
has,  in  a lot  of  ways,  helped  to  prevent  the  spoilage  of  the 
countryside.  In  addition  many  articles  of  junk  such  as  mattresses, 
paint  tins,  old  bicycle  frames,  etc.  have  been  collected  from 
roadside  verges,  hedgerows,  etc.  Free  collection  of  accumulations 
of  old  refuse  were  also  given  to  many  farmers  and  householders 
and  this  service  has  been  much  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 
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Refuse  Disposal 


Tipping  of  refuse  is  carried  out  at  three  tips,  namely, 

(l)  Broad  Farm  Tip,  Hellingly,  (2)  Mill  Lane,  Hellingly  and  (3)  Ghyll 
Road,  Heathfield.  Only  the  refuse  from  the  northern  part  of  the  district, 
i.e«  East  Hoathly,  Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron,  has  been  disposed  of 
at  the  Ghyll  Road  tip,  Heathfield,  the  remainder  of  the  refuse  being 
dealt  with  at  either  Broad  Farm  Tip  or  Mill  Lane  Tip,  Hellingly.  At 
the  two  latter  tips  controlled  tipping  is  operated  and  the  Bray 
Mechanical  Shovel  has  been  of  good  use  in  this  work.  It  is  anticipated 
that  tipping  space  is  available  at  Broad  Farm  Tip  and  Mill  Lane  Tip 
for  a further  four  years  but  the  land  available  at  Heathfield  is 
rapidly  being  used  and  it  may  soon  be  necessary  to  find  an  alternative 
site  or  to  bring  the  refuse  to  Hellingly. 


Mainte nance  Depot 

The  corrugated  iron  walls  of  the  workshop  were  replaced  by 
brickwork  early  in  the  year  and  this  has  made  a great  improvement. 

The  Foreman  Mechanic  has  again  been  kept  fully  employed  on  the 
maintenance  of  the  fleet  of  vehicles  and  breakdowns  or  mechanical  failures 
on  the  road  seldom  occurred„  With  the  exception  of  some  electrical 
units,  where  it  is  normally  cheaper  to  obtain  a replacement  unit,  all 
repairs,  overhauls,  etc.  are  carried  out  in  the  workshop  by  the 
mechanic . 

Salvage 


Due  to  the  low  prices  obtainable  for  waste  paper  it  was  clear 
that  the  salvage  of  this  commodity  was  uneconomic  and  hence  the  only 
salvage  recovered  was  on  the  tip  by  the  driver  of  the  mechanical  shovel 
as  and  when  he  had  time  to  spare.  Thus  the  amount  of  salvage  recovered 
was  very  limited  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  expenditure 
whatsoever  was  incurred.  The  following  quantities  were  disposed  of 
for  the  amounts  shown. 


Tons 

Cwts 

Value 

£ 

s d 

Waste  Paper 

15 

8 

76 

14  2 

Non-ferrous  metals 

9 

24 

3 8 

Mixed  Rags 

12 

8 

4 11 

Heavy  Scrap  Iron 

1 

5 

6 

1 10 

17 

14 

£ 115 

4 7 
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Cesspool  Emptying 


This  service  continued  as  in  former  years  with  three 
Dennis  vehicles.  One  vehicle  operates  in  the  parishes  of  Heathfield, 
Horam  and  Waldron  where  the  cost  of  the  service  is  met  by  a special 
rate  levied  in  those  parishes.  The  other  two  vehicles  empty 
cesspools  on  request  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  where  charges 
are  made  of  £1.  for  the  first  load  of  750  gallons  and  12/6d.  for 
every  other  part  or  complete  load  taken  at  the  same  time  of 
emptying.  In  previous  years  there  has  been  only  a small  deficit  on 
the  scheme  where  charges  are  made  but  due  to  increases  in  wages, 
fuel  costs  etc.  it  was  necessary  to  make  a contribution  from  the 
General  Rate  Fund  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1962  of  £1,746. 

The  demand  for  this  service  has  increased  following  the 
modernisation  of  cottages  in  the  rural  areas  and  the  building  of 
a few  houses  where  no  sewers  are  available  and  consequently  it 
was  necessary  for  much  overtime  to  be  worked  in  order  that  a prompt 
service  could  be  given.  Unfortunately  many  householders  do  not 
realise  that  their  cesspools  need  emptying  until  they  are 
overflowing  and  every  effort  is  made  in  these  cases  to  give  an 
extra  prompt  service  to  prevent  nuisance  occurring. 

Generally  the  contents  of  cesspools  are  disposed  of  on 
agricultural  land  or  woodland  remote  from  highways,  houses  or 
streams  but  gradually  with  the  change  in  ownership  some  of  these 
sites  have  been  withdrawn  from  use  and  consequently  in  many 
instances  the  cesspool  contents  have  to  be  taken  relatively 
long  distances.  It  must  be  realised  that  the  emptying  of  cesspools 
by  vehicles  is  only  a palliative  and  what  is  needed  is  more 
sewers  and  it  is  hoped  that  greater  progress  will  be  made  in 
that  direction.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  these  vehicles 
are  as  follows 


Cesspools  Loads  Removed 

Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  1,517  2,071 

District  Scheme  2,500  4,598 
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Housing 


Steady  progress  was  made  with  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
but  unfortunately  the  programme  was  limited  due  to  the  fact  that 
Council  house  building  only  consisted  of  12  houses,  four  one 
bedroomed  flats  and  four  old  people's  bungalows  at  Lepeland,  Hellingly. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a start  was  made  on  further  Council 
dwellings  at  Ninfield  consisting  of  five  three  bedroomed  houses, 
six  two  bedroomed  houses  and  four  one  bedroomed  flats,  all  of  which 
are  to  be  used  for  Slum  Clearance  purposes  in  the  parishes  of  Ninfield 
and  Hooe  where  many  houses  are  in  a deplorable  state  and  will 
undoubtedly  have  to  be  demolished  during  1962. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  Circular  2/60,  the  Council 
submitted  a further  programme  of  109  houses  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Slum  Clearance  procedure  within  a period  of  three  years  and  this 
programme  was  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  May,  1961.  In  order  to  deal  with  these  houses  it  will 
be  necessary  for  approximately  100  Council  houses  to  be  built  in 
Hailsham,  Heathfield  or  Horam  and  Polegate. 

It  is  likely  that  when  this  latter  programme  is  completed 
that  more  unfit  houses  will  be  found,  as  there  are  within  the  district, 
still  many  houses  let  at  very  low  rentals  where  the  owners  are  finding 
it  increasingly  difficult  to  carry  out  any  repairs  from  the  income 
received  from  letting. 

The  trend  of  the  sale  of  old  and  unfit  properties  for 
modernisation  as  weekend  cottages  or  as  country  retreats  fcy  persons 
of  substance  continues  and  although  this  retains  many  charming 
cottages  it  does  rob  the  working  classes  of  cottages  which  for  years 
have  been  let. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  many  people  have  availed 
themselves  of  improvement  grants.  During  the  year  83  applications 
were  received  for  Discretionary  Grants  and  of  this  number  69  were 
approved,  six  refused  and  eight  withdrawn.  The  total  amount  of 
grants  involved  was  £19,834.  which  averages  approximately  £287.  per 
dwelling.  Of  the  69  Discretionary  Grants  approved,  ten  were  in 
respect  of  agricultural  service  cottages,  21  in  respect  of  rent 
controlled  dwellings  and  38  in  respect  of  owner  occupied  houses. 
Repayment,  with  interest,  was  made  in  respect  of  7 Discretionary 
and  1 Standard  Grant  made  in  former  years.  Thirty -two  applications 
for  Standard  Grants  were  also  approved  during  the  year,  mainly  for 
houses  owner-occupied. 

Four  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the 
Rent  Act,  1957  were  received.  Once  more  it  is  clear  that  owners 
of  the  poorer  types  of  property  have  not  taken  advantage  of  the 
rent  increases  allowable  due  to  the  expenditure  required  on  repairs 
and  have  preferred  to  receive  the  lower  rent  without  expenditure 
on  repairs  which  in  many  cases,  are  then  carried  out  try  the  tenants. 
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As  the  only  Council  house  building  was  for  Slum  Clearance 
purposes  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  over- 
crowded due  to  the  married  children  and  their  progeny  living  at  home 
with  their  parents „ Although  building  development  within  the  area 
has  again  been  prolific  all  these  new  houses  have  been  for  sale  and 
in  the  price  range  outside  the  scope  of  the  workers  in  the  lower 
income  group.  There  is  still  a great  need  for  a few  Council  houses 
to  be  built  to  relieve  the  overcrowding  and  to  provide  homes  for 
those  families  who  are  unable  to  purchase  properties, 

A successful  prosecution  was  obtained  for  the  enforcement 
of  repairs  and  weatherproofing  to  two  cottages  in  accordance  with 
Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  Fublic  Health  Act,  1936, 

Details  of  the  applications  received  under  the  Rent  Act, 
1957  and  the  action  taken  are  as  follows 

PART  1 - APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ,,,  . „.  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ,,,  ,,,  3 

(a)  In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  1 

(b)  In  respect  of  aLL  defects  ,,,  2 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  . , » „ . , . . , , . . 1 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  the  Local  Authority 

under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 cf  the  First  Schedule  ...  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  ..  ...  ...  ...  «.«  2 

PART  11  - APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  . Nil 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants 

ob  je ct ions  0.0  o.o  .00  .00  oe.  .00  ...  Nil 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  1 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  . . . . . . . ...  20 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Sections  16  (4)  and  17  (l) 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  Local  Authority  from  houses 

the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  .oo  . o . o«.  oo.  o..  ...  ».o  5 


Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under 

Sections  9 and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  7 


Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  OOO  .00  0.0  000  .00  .OO  .00  .O' 


4 


CARAVAN  SITES 

The  greater  powers  given  to  Local  Authorities  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960  have  meant  much 
improvement  in  the  caravan  sites  throughout  the  district.  During 
the  year  the  number  of  licenced  sites  within  the  district  was  127 
and  details  of  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  respective  sites  are 
as  follows :- 


Number  of 
Sites 

91 

16 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Caravans 
on  site 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

10 

22 

14 

20 

25 

26 

40 

50 

150 

250 

350 

Site  operators  have  proved  very  co-operative  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  the  sites  are  all  well  kept  and  maintained 
and  provided  with  all  necessary  amenities. 

There  has  been  very  little  trouble  from  gypsies  although 
from  time  to  time  they  park  on  waste  or  common  land  within  the  area 
during  their  travels  around  the  countryside.  The  practice  of 
requiring  their  removal  after  a few  days  has  helped  to  prevent  a 
problem  occurring. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 


As  a result  of  the  giving  up  of  business  by  two  small 
grocers  the  number  of  retailers  registered  fell  by  two  to  fifty 
seven.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  large  portion  of  the 
district  served  by  the  dairy  combines  there  is  a tendency  for  milk 
retailing  vehicles  to  carry  tinned  and  pre-packed  groceries  while 
at  the  same  time  many  of  the  grocers  are  supplying  bottles  of  milk. 

Samples  of  milk  in  course  of  delivery  are  taken  every 
month  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Brighton 
for  examination.  A summary  of  the  results  is  given  below. 

Biological  Examination  No.  of  Samples 

Infected  with  B. abortus  2 

Infected  with  M. tuberculosis 
Infected  with  B.melitensis 

No  result  - Guinea  pig  died  2 

Satisfactory  38 


42 


Methylene  Blue  Test 


Raw  Milk 


Pasteurised 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 


22  12 
10 


32 


12 


Regarding  the  reports  of  B. abortus  above,  two  related  to 
farms  within  the  district  and  one  to  a retailer/producer  in  an 
adjoining  area,  the  authority  for  which  was  notified.  Two  hundred 
quarter  samples  were  taken  from  51  cows  on  the  two  local  farms  and 
these  enabled  three  cows  to  be  identified  as  the  offending  animals. 

Seven  of  the  methylene  blue  failures  were  from  three  farms 
and  the  Milk  Registration  Officer  was  informed  of  the  unsatisfactory 
results. 
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Food  Inspection 


The  1st  January  saw  the  first  day  of  the  coming  into  operation 
in  the  district  of  the  Regulations  dealing  with  Hygiene  and  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  in  Slaughterhouses,  seven  premises  which  had  been  rebuilt  or 
improved  to  comply  with  the  new  Regulations  were  licenced  for  use  as 
slaughterhouse So  None,  however,  are  licenced  for  the  slaughter  of 
horses . 


The  owners  of  the  two  slaughterhouses  not  re-licenced  made 
alternative  arrangements  for  the  killing  of  their  animalso 

In  December  an  application  was  received  for  a licence  to  use 
premises  not  previously  licenced  as  a slaughterhouse,  mainly  in 
connection  with  the  export  trade  to  the  Continent,  Suggestions  of  a 
throughput  of  up  to  1,000  adult  cattle  and  4,000  "smalls"  per  week  were 
made.  The  Council  forwarded  the  application,  as  required,  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  new  premises  were  not  required  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  area. 
The  Minister's  decision  is  now  awaited. 

Despite  the  improved  working  facilities,  routine  killing 
still  continues  until  the  early  evening  with  the  result  that  overtime 
is  worked  by  the  meat  inspection  staff.  Fortunately  as  a consequence 
of  the  installation  of  larger  cooling  rooms  at  the  main  slaughterhouse, 
Sunday  killing  has  ceased  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Apart  from  routine  inspection  of  meat  before  it  reaches 
the  shops  calls  are  made  to  other  food  premises.  There  appears  to  be 
a growing  tendency  for  butchers  and  fishmongers  to  sail  frozen  or  tinned 
foods  and  for  grocers  to  sell  pre-packed  poultry,  meat  or  fish  products. 
There  is  a need  undoubtedly  for  the  larger  "quick  freeze"  companies  to 
educate  their  retailers  in  the  proper  way  in  which  to  operate  the 
refrigerated  cabinets  from  which  frozen  foods  are  dispensed  to  ensure 
that  temperatures  are  properly  maintained  and  also  that  the  various 
foods  are  not  subjected  to  large  variations  of  temperature,  thus 
offsetting  the  advantages  gained  by  the  hygienic  preparation  of  the 
foodstuffs  at  the  processing  plant.  Watch  is  kept  on  the  foodstuffs 
offered  for  sale  at  the  weekly  markets  and  routine  visits  are  made  to 
the  poultry  packing  stations  in  the  area. 

The  sale  of  ice-cream  by  petrol  stations  except  from  self- 
service  cabinets  or  from  a kiosk  manned  ty  a person  who  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  sale  of  fuel  or  repairs,  has  been  discouraged. 

The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  has  suffered  by 
reason  of  inadequate  staffing,  but  attention  has  been  given  to  "black 
listed"  premises. 
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A baker,  operating  two  bakehouses  in  the  district  was 
prosecuted  during  the  year  in  respect  of  lack  of  cleanliness  and 
disrepair  of  the  structures  and  failure  to  provide  nail  brushes 
at  or  near  the  wash  hand  basins.  Fines  of  £35°10s.Od.  and 
£20.10s.0d.  were  imposed  and  two  of  his  employees  were  each 
fined  £5.  for  smoking  offences. 

A grocer,  a baker's  roundsman  and  a butcher  have  also 
been  warned  regarding  smoking  vhilst  handling  food, 

A summary  of  offences  against  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  is  given  below.  Except  as  above,  informal  action  was 
taken. 


During  the  year  three  complaints  were  received  of  bread 
containing  oily  matter.  This  appeared  to  come  from  the  dough 
mixer  in  one  case  and  from  the  slicing  machine  (twice  from  the 
same  firm)  in  the  other  cases.  The  bakeries  concerned  were  in  the 
areas  of  other  authorities  and  the  complaints  were  passed  on. 


Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Insanitary  conditions  of  walls,  etc.  ...  ...  7 

Food  displayed  less  than  18"  from  ground  ...  6 

Inadequate  hand  washing  facilities  and 

lack  of  nail  brushes  9 

Smoking  whilst  handling  food  ...  9 . . ...  9 

Summary  of  Inspections  of  Food  Premises 

Number  Total  number  of 
in  Inspections 
District  Made  


Bakehou  ses  ...  ...  ... 

0*0 

© © © 

15 

56 

Butcher's  shops  ...  ... 

O O O 

© © © 

29 

124 

Baker ' s shops  . . ...  ... 

o o o 

• o o 

20 

32 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Canteens 

© O © 

© o © 

78 

66 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

O © O 

© « • 

12 

83 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ... 

© © 0 

0*9 

25 

42 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  . 

© o O 

• • • 

147 

114 

Hawkers ... 

o « o 

© • © 

14 

— 

Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses 

© © © 

© • © 

103 

33 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ... 

Ice  Cream  Sellers  (plus  58  catering 

© o © 

35 

38 

establishments ) 

147 

78 
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MISCELLANEOUS  UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Foodstuff 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Fruit 

280£ 

Meat  (imported) 

ieoi 

Fish 

63i 

Miscellaneous 

83  g 

608  lbs 


Meat  and  Poultry  Inspected 


Due  to  the  expansion  of  business  at  the  wholesale 
slaughterhouse  and  despite  a reduction  in  the  number  of  occupied 
slaughterhouses  the  total  figures  of  animals  inspected  rose  again. 
The  actual  numbers  being  4 bulls,  314  steers  or  bullocks,  339  cows, 
903  heifers,  1,067  calves,  3,546  sheep  and  6,129  pigs,  a total  of 
12,302  animals  or  47,826  inspection  units.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  withhold  an  estimated  weight  of  19,818  lbs.  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  included  in  this  figure  were  the  following 
carcases 


3 steers 
10  cows 
6 calves 
sheep 
14  pigs 

1,328  head  of  poultry 


It  has  been  possible  to  arrange  for  the  unsound  food  to 
be  burned,  or  forwarded  for  purposes  other  than  for  human 
consumption. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and 

Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Kids 

Pigs 

■torses 

Number  killed 

1,221 

339 

1,081 

3,575 

6,129 

- 

Number  inspected 

1,221 

339 

1,067 

3,546 

6,129 

- 

All  diseases,  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned. 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci 

3 

10 

6 

14 

14 

146 

84 

3 

45 

207 

m 

12 

28 

0.8 

1.6 

3.7 

- 

Tuberculosis  only  - 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

37 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.6 

- 

Cysticercosis  - 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned! 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig- 
eration. 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

__ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.1 
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Rodent  Control 


There  has  been  a decrease  in  major  infestations  of  rats  and 
mice  found  in  both  non-agricultural  and  agricultural  properties  but 
minor  infestations  have  shown  a considerable  increase  in  both  categories 
of  premises.  As  a result,  the  total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  on 
minor  infestations  show  a considerable  increase,  which  means  that 
much  more  time  is  involved  in  treatments  and  travelling  in  such  cases. 
This  has  therefore  reduced  the  amount  of  time  available  for  routine 
survey  work. 

The  indiscriminate  depositing  of  foodstuffs  by  workmen  on  new 
housing  estates  has  resulted  in  an  exceptionally  large  number  of 
complaints  from  occupiers  of  these  houses.  Developers  have  been 
requested  to  give  attention  to  this  undesirable  practice. 

This  year  has  shown  a welcome  decrease  in  mice  infestations 
in  school  canteens. 

Local  authority  properties  such  as  refuse  tips  and  sewage 
works  have  been  kept  free  from  rats  by  regular  inspection  and  treatment. 

No  1GJ&  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out  but  a further 
testing  is  due  in  1962. 

It  was  again  not  necessary  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices 
under  Section  4 of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Although  coypu  are  not  at  present  classified  as  rodents  under 
the  Act,  the  Ministry  have  been  very  concerned  regarding  the  increasing 
number  of  these  creatures  now  at  large  and  a request  was  made  for  any 
evidence  found  in  this  district  to  be  reported  to  them,  since  the  area 
in  and  around  Pevensey  Marshes  is  what  is  termed,  coypu  country.  Two 
reports  of  suspected  coypu  were  followed  up  but  could  not  be 
substantiated. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  (including  re -inspections) 


Non-agricultural 

4,489 

Agricultural 

713 

Number  of  infestations  found  (Rats  and 

Mice ) 

Non-agricultural 

(a) 

Major 

97 

(b) 

Minor 

924 

Agricultural 

(a) 

Major 

1 

(b) 

Minor 

29 

Number  of  treatments  (including  re-treatments) 

Non-agric  ultural 

1,036 

Agricultural  4 
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Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 

Agriculture,  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 


It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action 
under  these  Acts,  but  the  usual  laxity  with  regard  to  bakehouse 
"lime  washing"  called  for  reprimand. 

A summary  of  inspections  under  the  Factories  Acts  is 
given  as  an  Appendix. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Acts  and  Rent  Act  476 
Housing  Act  re -inspections  457 
C ompla int  s 146 
Public  Health  Nuisances  205 
Public  Health  re -inspections  158 
Offensive  accumulations  34 
Keeping  of  animals,  birds,  etc.  95 
Drains  and  sewers  203 
Drains  tested  14 
Closet  accommodation  8 
Verminous  premises  dealt  with  19 
Infectious  diseases  20 
Rooms  disinfected  14 
Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  315 
Pollution  of  watercourses  100 
Water  sources  221 
Public  cleansing  1,140 
Water  analyses  - 

Biological  : Satisfactory  10  Unsatisfactory  8 18 
Cesspool  emptying  121 
Rats  and  Mice  destruction  1,002 
Swimming  Pools 

Schools  3 
Markets  53 
Milk  and  Dairies  70 
Factories,  workshops,  etc.  61 
Smoke  observations  and  visits  4 
Slaughterhouses  1,384 
Knacke  rs  yards  - 
Meatshops,  Fish  and  Fruit  Shops,  etc.  249 
Grocers  and  General  Shops  114 
Bakehouses  56 
Bakers  Shops  32 
Catering  Establishments  66 
Ice  Cream  Sellers  78 
Sweet  Shops  38 
Hawkers  premises  and  vehicles  - 
Public  houses  and  Guest  houses  33 
Poultry  packing  stations  49 
Housing  applicants  426 
Mosquitoes,  Wasps,  Flies,  etc.  178 
Noise  Abatement  18 
Miscellaneous  214 


7,874 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1961  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  HAIL  SHAM  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUSSEX 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  1 of  the  ACT 


1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

19 

5 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

204 

98 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

223 

103 

- 

- 
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2 - Gases  in  v»hich  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  vhich 

defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in  vhich 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were  instituted 

Pound 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

7 

7 

(S.l) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
. (a)  Insufficient  (S«7) 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outworkers) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Section  110  & 111) 


Section  110  Section  111 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

outworkers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

inst  ance  s 

Nature 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prosec 

of 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole - 

served 

-tions 

Work 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  Section 
110(1) (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 
Apparel 
(Making  etc. 

6 

cleaning  & 
washing) 
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